
Invasive Species in the Barrington Area

Reed Canary Grass
Phalaris arundinacea
Ecological Impact

Characteristics

Habitat

Similar Species

Non-native
Dactylis glomerata

Native
Calamagrostis canadensis

Large, thin, membranous ligules protrude 
from the nodes where the leaves are attached 
to the stem.

Broad leaves and rhizome structure of reed 
canary grass.

Reed canary grass infestation along Flint Creek in Lake 
Barrington.

Late-season seed head: tan, closed.



Control Methods 
for Reed Canary Grass

Large Populations

Small Populations

Sources

Phalaris arundinacea. USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database / 
Britton, N.L., and A. Brown. 1913. An illustrated flora of 
the northern United States, Canada and the British Posses-
sions. 3 vols. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. Vol. 1: 170.
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